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COURSE TITLE

Writing 109AA–ZZ: The Writing 109 designator includes courses which focus on engaging, exploring and writing about topics related to general disciplinary areas of study. In 109 courses, students develop an understanding of the writing and research common to a field.

Current examples include: 109ED (“Writing in the Teaching Professions”); 109ES (“Writing for Environmental Studies”); 109F (“Writing about Film”); 109HP (“Writing for Health Professionals”); 109HU (“Writing for the Humanities”); 109SS (“Writing in the Social Sciences”); 109ST (“Writing for Science and Technology”); 109V (“Writing for the Visual Arts”); and, 109WS (“Writing for Women’s Studies”).

PREREQUISITES

Writing 2, 2LK, 2E, or equivalent; upper-division standing or consent of instructor.

CATALOG DESCRIPTION

Analysis and practice of various forms of academic and professional writing for and in the disciplines.

GENERAL COURSE DESCRIPTION

Writing 109-sequence courses serve students by helping them to develop and refine academic writing styles appropriate to various disciplines and their discourse communities. Students learn to write effectively within specific genres and social contexts by focusing on specialized writing in various genres and fields. Students also conduct a significant, independent project, drawing on primary and/or secondary sources from a range of resources, including specialized professional journals, databases, websites, and other pertinent literature. Finally, students develop familiarity with general disciplinary activities and responsibilities, through exposure to genres, forms and paradigms characteristic of those disciplines.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Reading and Writing Assignments

Students typically engage readings about the specific discipline under study, including peer-reviewed research articles within the field. Writing 109 courses include a significant, independent project drawing upon primary and/or secondary research, alongside shorter assignments within the various forms of academic and professional writing for and in the discipline of study. 

Assignments are tailored to a disciplinary field under study within a designated 109AA–ZZ course. Typical written genres found within Writing 109 courses include: professional correspondence such as memos, letters, progress reports, and electronic mail; professional employment documentation such as resumes, curriculum vitae, and personal statements; short-form summaries, reports, instructions/procedures, editorial notes, proposals, blogs, and literary reviews; long-form reports, proposals, and journal articles; and, websites and other electronic and/or web-based formats. Along with a written research project, students also present their projects orally, using electronic presentation software, and other graphic support for their presentations. Informal writing assignments include in-class and online peer editing, electronic interaction with the instructor and classmates, and in-class grammar tests and editing assignments.

Grading

Instructors devise a scheme by which grades will be determined, considering formal and informal projects (oral and written) and they communicate that scheme to students at the beginning of the quarter.

OUTCOMES
After taking a Writing 109 course, students should be able to:
· Develop and refine an academic writing style appropriate to a discipline of study and its discourse community;

· Apply genre-specific conventions, including understanding and use of specialized terminology;

· Write effectively within the specific genre and social context by focusing on specialized forms;

· Conduct a significant independent project, drawing on primary and/or secondary sources from a range of resources, including specialized professional journals, databases, websites, and other pertinent literature;

· Develop familiarity with general disciplinary activities and responsibilities, through exposure to genres, forms and paradigms characteristic of the discipline;

· Contextualize and attribute sources within a field appropriately;

· Produce a series of shorter texts that demonstrate typical content, formats, and stylistic conventions of the field;

· Refine and develop a mature style of writing appropriate for a field;

· Tailor writing to address the requirements of lay, professional, or specialized audiences.

