Application for the Professional Writing Minor (2018-2019)

Students interested in the Professional Writing Minor submit an application in the fall quarter of their senior year.  Because the Minor has limited space and the application process is competitive, students should put together the application with care. The application has three components, which should be ordered as indicated below and presented together in a portfolio (e.g., a folder or binder) with a cover page. Sample portfolios are available in the Writing Program office. All submitted portfolios will be returned once the selection process is completed. 

1. Prefatory Material

Please fill out and print the following four pages: 

I. Personal Information and Academic Preparation

II. Writing History

III. Statement of Goals for Pursuing the Professional Writing Minor
IV. Track Choices and Explanation

Feel free to reformat these pages to suit the layout of your portfolio (e.g., different font, margins, etc.), but be sure to include all of the information requested. 

2. Résumé
3. Writing Samples

Include samples of your previous writing from academic and professional contexts. Directors of all the tracks recommend that you provide a brief (1-2 paragraph) preface before each writing sample to discuss its relevance to your portfolio. 

The writing samples should total no more than 15-20 pages (not including prefaces) and should consist of work selected from a range of projects created for both class and non-academic work and volunteer settings (i.e. jobs, internships, volunteer work, student organizations, etc.). Provide a preface that explains the context and purpose for each document you have selected. Portions or excerpts of larger projects and electronic documents such as websites or PowerPoint slides are acceptable. Academic essays are acceptable for all tracks except Business Communication. 
Once you have submitted your application portfolio to the Writing Program Office, please email the director of your desired track of the Minor:

Business Communication: LeeAnne Kryder, kryder@writing.ucsb.edu

Multimedia Communication: Madeleine Sorapure, sorapure@writing.ucsb.edu

Professional Editing: Craig Cotich, cotich@writing.ucsb.edu
Science Communication: Janet Mizrahi, mizrahi@writing.ucsb.edu
Writing and Civic Engagement: Patrick McHugh, pmchugh@writing.ucsb.edu 

I. Personal Information and Academic Preparation

Personal Information

Name:




Local Address:



Phone Number:


Umail: 

Primary (non-umail) Email:

Academic Preparation 

Overall GPA:

Major:



Minor:



Upper-division writing courses* completed as pre-requisites for the Minor:

	Course

	Instructor
	Grade

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


*Please note that a course taken at another college/university needs to be approved as a pre-requisite by the director of the Minor track to which you’re applying. Please submit a separate folder with the syllabus, assignments, and writing samples for this transfer course.

Upper-division writing courses in progress as pre-requisites for the Minor:

	Course

	Instructor

	
	

	
	

	
	


Other Writing Program courses planned for winter and spring:

	Course

	Quarter

	
	

	
	

	
	


Total units (approximately) you plan to take during winter quarter? ____  spring quarter? ____

II. Writing History 

Briefly describe your history as a writer, including writing you have done in academic courses, on your own, and at work (300 word limit).

III. Statement of Goals for Pursuing the Professional Writing Minor
Briefly describe your desire to join the Minor, as well as your goals for pursuing the Professional Writing Minor (300 word limit).

IV. Track Choices & Explanation

Desired Track of the Minor

First Choice:

Second Choice:

Third Choice:

Explanation of Track Choices

Briefly discuss your choice of tracks in terms of your short- or long-term goals (200 word limit). 
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