
TYPES OF LEADS 

The lead (beginning or introduction) establishes the direction your 
writing will take. A good lead grabs your reader's attention and refuses 
to let go. In other words, it hooks the reader. Below are some ideas on 
how to write an interesting lead.  

Question 

Open with an interesting question that relates to the main idea.  
 
Example: Have you ever wondered how you would survive if you found 
yourself alone in the wilderness? How would you defend yourself 
against predators? What would you eat? Where would you find water? 

Personal Experience 

Open with something that has happened to you, or a personal 
experience. It could be a part of the story, or it could be something that 
is not a part of what you are writing about but still relates to the topic.  
 
Example: Although I did later in my room, I never cried at my 
grandfather's funeral. I guess that is why I felt so sad for the little girl 
standing next to her grandma's coffin. She looked so lost and afraid. 

Figurative Language 

Begin with a simile (comparison using like or as), metaphor 
(comparison saying one thing is another thing), personification (giving 
something nonhuman human qualities), or hyperbole (exaggeration.) 
The figurative language must relate directly to your topic.  
 
Example: The pencil sharpener was always hungry. It ate my pencil 
every time I went to sharpen it. It never seemed to do this to anyone's 
pencil but mine. What was so special about my pencils? 
 

From:  Kim’s Korner for Teach Talk, and found at 
http://www.kimskorner4teachertalk.com/writing/sixtrait/organization/leads.html. 


