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COURSE TITLE

WRITING 109 HP:  Writing for Health Professionals

PREREQUISITES

Writing 2, 2LK, 2E, or equivalent; upper-division standing or consent of instructor. Not open for credit to students who have completed English 109M.

CATALOG DESCRIPTION

Strategy, analysis, format for various types of academic and professional writing in the health care field. Contemporary topics/issues will be the basis of study, discussion, research, and writing. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Writing 109HP is an upper-division course which is designed to give students an understanding of and experience in specific kinds of writing of interest to those considering health science careers.  Course activities will consist of readings, discussions, and research writing assignments.  Students will also work on a statement of purpose and a research project related to the health professions.  The final class project entails library research and knowledge of the formal conventions appropriate to writing in the health professions. 

Students with a variety of interests/backgrounds/experiences/concerns have enrolled in sections of this course. Even though they may not be planning to immediately enter into training for a health profession, we believe every educated citizen needs to understand the problems and issues concerning health care policy, experimentation/research and bioethics. To this end it is imperative for students to become informed through both

print and online sources. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS  

Subject Matter

The goals of readings and class work are to develop awareness of a diverse array of issues facing health professionals in the world today.  These assignments will be directed toward the completion of a final writing project. Students will also work on a personal statement that may be used for applying to medical school or other professional or graduate programs.

Issues addressed in readings and discussions include biomedical research; public health policy; the medical profession; and biomedical ethics.  The instructor may also discuss current technologies and how they relate to the health professions.

Writing Assignments

The most common genres in Writing 109HP include personal statements, medical reports, and biomedical research papers.   Writing will also be used in personal response papers and log entries.  Informal and formal writing assignments allow students to analyze and critique previous theory and research, summarize research findings and research articles, describe and interpret primary research, and argue research claims. 

Grading

Grades are determined by an individual research project, other formal and informal writing assignments, class participation, and/or group projects.    

OUTCOMES
After taking a Writing 109 course, students should be able to:
· Recognize and analyze discipline-specific formats and organizational strategies

· Understand specialized terminology of the discipline or field

· Understand how evidence is typically used in the field to support theories or arguments

· Access secondary source materials using a range of resources, including specialized professional journals and databases, websites, and popular literature

· Be aware of the differences between primary and secondary research

· Conduct a significant independent research project

· Cite and document sources in a manner appropriate for the field

· Produce a series of shorter texts that demonstrate typical content, formats, and stylistic conventions of the field

· Refine and develop a mature style of writing appropriate for the field

· Tailor writing to meet the requirements of lay, professional, or specialized audiences

· Translate complex writing into clear, concise language.
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