WRITING 109ES

WRITING FOR ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

CURRICULAR GUIDELINES
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COURSE TITLE

Writing 109ES: Writing for Environmental Studies
PREREQUISITES

Writing 2, 2LK, 2E, or equivalent; upper-division standing or consent of the instructor
CATALOG DESCRIPTION

Analysis and practice of various forms of writing for environmental studies, both academic and professional. Attention to research methods, design of papers, development of graphics, stylistic clarity ad editing strategies.
COURSE OBJECTIVES

Writing 109ES: Writing for Environmental Studies prepares upper-division Environmental Studies majors to produce and to interpret assessment documents required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and to write effectively in other personal, public, and professional rhetorical contexts of environmental communication, debate, and policy making.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Subject Matter and Class work

Course readings and class discussions develop critical concepts and terms for rhetorical analysis of environmental discourses and explore their practical implications for environmental writers. Special emphases are placed upon legislative and litigative parameters pertaining to environmental assessment documentation, and upon significant rhetorical challenges involved in effective communication and interpretation of environmental concepts and issues for non-technical public audiences.
Writing Assignments

Writing 109ES assignments provide practice in basic research, rhetorical analysis, document design, and writing and revision strategies employed by environmental writers in various forums. Mastery of memo, letter, and staff-summary report formats and the production of a formatted Environmental Assessment Project (EAP) acquaint students with design principles and specifications that govern forms of inter- and intra​organizational communication produced by environmental professionals. Instructor and peer evaluation of assignments provide practice in revision and editing strategies. Additionally, an interpretive project, a personal nature essay, and an in-class presentation provide students further opportunities to develop effective clarity and purpose in descriptive, analytical, and persuasive environmental writing.
Grading
Course grades are averaged from grades of the EAP, the interpretive project, the nature essay, a mid-term on understanding the NEPA process, the in-class presentation, and overall class attendance and participation.
OUTCOMES

After taking a Writing 109 course, students should be able to:

· Recognize and analyze discipline-specific formats and organizational strategies

· Understand specialized terminology of the discipline or field

· Understand how evidence is typically used in the field to support theories or arguments

· Access secondary source materials using a range of resources, including specialized professional journals and databases, websites, and popular literature
· Be aware of the differences between primary and secondary research

· Conduct a significant independent research project

· Cite and document sources m a manner appropriate for the field

· Produce a series of shorter texts that demonstrate typical content, formats, and stylistic conventions of the field
· Refine and develop a mature style of writing appropriate for the field

· Tailor writing to meet the requirements of lay, professional, or specialized audiences

· Translate complex writing into clear, concise language.

