WRITING 50/50E

CURRICULAR GUIDELINES

(Revised January 2006)

COURSE TITLE

Writing 50: Writing and the Research Process

LEVEL

 Intermediate (Closed To Freshmen)

PREREQUISITES

Writing 1 and 2

(Instructors can "strongly" suggest to seniors that a class in the 109 series would be more suited to their level.)

CATALOG DESCRIPTION
A writing course addressing the analytical skills underlying the research process of academic and professional communities. Sections vary in topic and disciplinary emphasis. (See Writing Program for section descriptions.)

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Writing 50 emphasizes the thinking and writing skills involved in independent research, including developing questions, designing and planning research, analyzing, contrasting and synthesizing multiple sources, and drawing conclusions.

CURRICULAR PREMISES

Research Process

The research process central to Writing 50 stresses the difference between the type of academic research that asks and answers a question or investigates the nature of a problem, and the more elementary kind of research—gathering material to defend a position. Correct use of citation and documentation is clearly a part of the process.

Critical Reading/Thinking

Critical reading/thinking in Writing 50 is directed towards cultivating an awareness of theoretical perspectives. Theory is defined broadly to include the student's own belief systems and theoretical models of discourse across the curriculum.

Cross Curricular

The primary criterion for a Writing 50 course is that the content can be viewed from more than one theoretical or disciplinary perspective. Students are introduced to the disciplines as communities that share central interests in certain kinds of questions and as communities that may have competing assumptions about knowledge, assumptions that share their questions and their research. Academic writing reflects a conversation between these communities.

Topics

The special topics are used to bring the students to an awareness of the way academic discourse shapes and is shaped by the philosophy and assumptions of the various disciplines. Topics are not intended as introductions to given disciplinary areas nor are they intended to make students "expert" in these areas. (A list of topics can be obtained in the Writing Program Office.)

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Writing Assignments

The writing assignments in Writing 50 emphasize the development of the thinking and rhetorical skills involved in the independent research process. Assignments range from reports of groups discussions, formal research proposals, interviews, annotated bibliographies, bibliographical essays, analytical reports on readings, and completing an informative or argumentative research paper.

OUTCOMES

After taking Writing 50, students should be able to:
1. Conduct a significant independent research project, including developing questions; designing and planning research; analyzing, contrasting and synthesizing multiple primary and secondary sources; and drawing conclusions.

2. Recognize differences among disciplinary approaches to a topic.

3. Analyze the theoretical and disciplinary perspectives and rhetorical strategies underlying texts through critical reading and thinking. 

4. Identify and use the full range of university library services.

5. Use both general and specialized catalogs, indices, and bibliographies.

6. Build discipline-specific search strategies.

7. Conduct Web-based research efficiently and selectively.

8. Locate books, reference texts, journal articles, and other resources in the library.

9. Distinguish among various types of sources--such as primary and secondary, popular and peer-reviewed, reference and circulating--as they evaluate those sources.

10. Integrate, cite, and document sources correctly.

11. Offer generously and receive readily assistance in collaborative projects.

12. Present the results of their research in a poised and professional manner without the fear of public speaking.  

13. See a bridge between the world within academe and the world beyond it.

In addition to the curricular goals listed above, Writing 50E students should be able to:

1. Broaden their familiarity with the field of engineering, including professional, social, and ethical issues.

2. Prepare a personal professional portfolio suitable for entering the engineering workplace, including a resume, cover letter and preparation for an oral interview.

3. Design, draft and utilize visual information such as graphs, charts, tables, photographs, and technical drawings, and effectively integrate same with text.

3. Work within teams to develop a significant engineering document such as a design proposal or website. Said proposal shall adhere to the compositional conventions of proper English, document design and layout.

4. Deliver a well organized, cogent oral presentation on a course topic (such as the design proposal) while integrating original written material and electronic media.

