WRITING 109F

WRITING FOR FILM

CURRICULAR GUIDELINES

(Revised 1999)

COURSE TITLE
Writing 109F: Writing for Film

PREREQUISITES
Writing 2, 2LK, 2E, or equivalent; upper-division standing or consent of instructor.  Not open for credit to students who have completed English 109K or Writing FS.

CATALOG DESCRIPTION
Analysis and practice of various forms of writing about film, including argumentative writing, film reviews, and essays.  Of specials interest to majors in Film Studies, English, and Social Sciences.

COURSE OBJECTIVE
The goal of Writing 109F is to develop writing and analytical skills appropriate for upper division coursework, independent research and writing projects, graduate school, and professional activity.  Although the course is designed primarily for majors in Film Studies, students majoring in other disciplines are welcome to enroll, as long as they are prepared to learn and apply concepts and terminology special to the study of film.  Writing 109F provides students opportunities for research and analysis involving film history, genres, individual filmmakers, national cinemas, film theory, and the social, cultural, political, economic, technical, and aesthetic aspects of film.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Subject Matter and Classwork
Writing 109F addresses such general issues as the role of the critic and the reviewer, the nature, value, and limitation of research, the role of theory, the role of personal opinion, and the role of media in a changing world.  The particular subject matter of the course will vary, depending upon the instructor's approach.  Students will generally read essays on film by practitioners, critics, and experts in the field to develop an awareness of their intended audiences, as well as the distinct writing styles and genres demanded of them.  In addition to their reading, students will generally view and then write about film segments, entire films, or groups of films.  The organizing principle may be individual filmmakers, film genres of movements, or films that are thematically, historically, or culturally related.  Students will generally read a variety of modes of writing about film, including popular reviews, scholarly criticism, historical surveys, critical theory, and technical analyses.  They will learn to conduct research into those aspects of film on which the course is focused.

Writing Assignments
Students will write at least three papers in different genres, including but not limited to a film review (similar to those appearing in newspapers or magazines) and an analytical paper, academic in nature.  Common analytical genres in Writing 109F include the critical or technical analysis of a group of films representing a particular genre, and the proposal for a more extended study of some aspect of film.

Informal in-class assignments allow students to critically respond to films or film clips shown in class, or viewed at the lab or at home, to apply aspects of film theory to what they see, to respond critically to their assigned reading and their research.

Grading
Grades are determined by formal and informal writing assignments, class participation, and, in some cases, group projects and presentations.

OUTCOMES
After taking a Writing 109 course, students should be able to:
· Recognize and analyze discipline-specific formats and organizational strategies

· Understand specialized terminology of the discipline or field

· Understand how evidence is typically used in the field to support theories or arguments

· Access secondary source materials using a range of resources, including specialized professional journals and databases, websites, and popular literature

· Be aware of the differences between primary and secondary research

· Conduct a significant independent research project

· Cite and document sources in a manner appropriate for the field

· Produce a series of shorter texts that demonstrate typical content, formats, and stylistic conventions of the field

· Refine and develop a mature style of writing appropriate for the field

· Tailor writing to meet the requirements of lay, professional, or specialized audiences

· Translate complex writing into clear, concise language.

