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                                               Writing 109WS Course Guidelines
COURSE TITLE:  Writing 109 WS: Writing for Women’s Studies/Gender Studies

LEVEL: Upper Division, open only to students with junior or senior standing

PREREQUISITES:  Writing 2, Writing 2LK or equivalent; upper-division standing

CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION (previous description on record):

Analysis and practice of various forms of writing and research methods in women’s studies. Attention to strategies for argumentation, analysis, organization, and documentation used in humanities and social sciences. Writing projects incorporate interdisciplinary and multimedia sources.

  COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This upper-division writing course, designated as Women’s Studies, will focus more generally on issues of sex, gender and sexuality, and thus is titled “Writing for Gender Studies: Theory/ Culture/Politics.” Besides introducing and exploring theories of sex, gender and sexuality academically, the course will also focus on political, historical, and interdisciplinary issues, both progressive and problematic. The class will be divided into three units. This course is designed for Women’s Studies majors, LGBTQ minors, and those preparing for graduate studies, but is open to all upper-division students with an interest in the field.

CURRICULAR PREMISES:

Research Process

Students use assigned theoretical and critical readings, as well as primary texts, as the basis for two analytical papers. Independent research for these papers is recommended but not required. Students will also research and create appropriate and extensive bibliographies for independent academic projects.

Critical Reading/Thinking

Critical reading/thinking in Writing 109WS is intended to develop an understanding of theoretical, political, professional and academic perspectives in terms of both basic concepts and subtleties.

Cross Curricular

Issues in gender studies are approached from a variety of perspectives, disciplines, methodologies, and political agendas including those of: sociology, psychoanalysis, film studies, feminism, gay and lesbian studies, poststructuralism, philosophy, and cultural studies.

Topics

In accordance with student interest identified by the Women’s Studies Department, topics covered will include critical theory (various theoretical methodologies and political ideologies), popular culture, and politics and activisim.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Writing Assignments

Assignments in WR 109WS will emphasize understanding the wide range of issues at stake in a consideration/formulation of gender and will ask students to develop specific projects to reflect their interests and/or goals. Specific assignments include a researched paper examining a theoretical aporia (such as the essentialism vs. social contructionism debate) and a researched paper examining the dialogic relation between gender and (popular) culture by analyzing a specific text or texts. The final assignment which is a quarter-long assignment will have the students develop two informed, annotated reading lists of twenty to thirty texts each on specific academic or historical topics/problems accompanied by three to five page headnotes. Note:  the reading lists are simply that, lists. Students are expected to know the topic and approach of the works but are not required to read them. This is meant to mimic the task of preparing graduate qualifying examinations. Students will present this final assignment to the class. 





          Outcomes Statement

Upon completion of WRITING 109WS students will have the abilities to:

1. Identify and discuss social, historical, and political issues associated with the concept of gender in a critical and responsible manner.

2.  Utilize and teach specific, critical, and theoretical discourses proper to the field of gender studies.

3.  Construct arguments in formal, researched, analytical, and properly academic essays that utilize theoretical, political, and historical approaches.

4.  Complicate and critique artifacts and texts from popular culture and analyze their engagements with, or constructs of, gender.

5.  Recognize the differences between--and contingencies of--sex, gender, and sexuality.

6.  Have the research skills to plan an extended academic or political project.

7.  Distinguish theoretical approaches and their respective objectives.

8.  Recognize and analyze the political advantages, disadvantages, and motivations of various approaches to concepts of gender.

9.  Recognize the potential oppositions of, and coalitions between, various groups and identifications.

10.  Be able to distinguish between academic and non-academic sources.

11.  Be able to develop a specific topic from general issues.
