
Excellence in  
Professional Communication for Sustainability 

TGIF Award 
 

 
As part of a grant project sponsored by TGIF (The Green 
Initiative Fund) to introduce sustainability as an important 
topic for student research and writing, the Writing Program 
will offer three cash prizes for professional writing that 
aspires to meet sustainability goals in our local community. 
The categories and awards are: 
 

!  Best sustainable business plan    $1,500 shared by the team authors 
!  Best project proposal                   $1,500 shared by the team authors 
!  Best promotional packet for a      $500 
     sustainable business, project, or event 
 

Students from participating professional writing courses offered in four 
quarters─Spring, Summer, and Fall of 2007, and Winter of 2008� are able to 
enter documents for the contest.  
 
Contest Rules: 
 
1. Entries must follow criteria set forth by the individual instructor, who will 

explain specifics of the project. All documents must demonstrate an 
understanding of sustainability principles. General characteristics of excellent 
professional writing include: logical, readable prose that is well-organized, 
easily navigated, concise, clear, informative, and persuasive; visually-effective 
with typography, layout, and graphic aids (including accurate depiction of 
data); well-researched and documented. 

 
Details: Business Plan Because a sustainable business plan strives to meet the “triple bottom line” 
(serving needs of planet, people, and profit), the plan will be judged differently from the “regular” business 
plans. Writing skill is still of major importance, but the plan must also clearly discuss sustainability: what it 
is, why it is important, and how this business strives to be sustainable. While this discussion may be focused 
in one separate chapter, the values of sustainability should infuse as much of the business plan as possible. 
The feasibility of the plan is another important factor. 
 
Details: Project Proposal   aspire to meet sustainability in proposed project for our campus and/or 
local community. This collaboratively-authored proposal is not a business plan, but it may involve 
establishment of a non-profit. The proposal may be focused as a grant proposal for a specific organization; if 
so, additional material may be submitted to address the concerns of the contest.  

 
In the proposal, or in a separate letter of transmittal to the TGIF judges, authors must clearly discuss 
sustainability: what it is, why it is important, and how this proposal strives to be sustainable. The feasibility 
of the proposal is another important factor. 

 



2. Top three entries will be chosen by the course instructor in each category. Finalists will 
 be chosen by a panel of sustainability professionals from the Santa Barbara community. 
 
3. Contest finalists will receive recognition at the annual award ceremony for professional 

business writing in May 2008 (date and location to be announced). All candidates are 
encouraged to attend, although attendance is not required to win.  

 
 
 
 

Entry Form  (Please print and attach to submission) 

 
Category: Single Author, Promotional Packet 
 

Name of Author:         ________________________ 
E-mail Address:          ________________________ 
Local Phone Number: ________________________ 
 
Writing Course Number: ____              Quarter/ Year _____ 
 
Writing Instructor Name: __________________________ 

 
 
Category: Multiple Authors for __ Business Plan   __ Project Proposal 
  
          Title of the Document: ________________________________ 
            

Writing Course Number:   ____                  Quarter/ Year _____ 
 
Writing Instructor Name: ______________________________ 
 

Author Name E-mail Address Perm # Local 
Phone # 

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 
Please deliver this entry form and entry document to your instructor or the Writing Program 
Office (1520 South Hall) on or before Friday, April 4, 2008 (no later than 3:30pm) 
 


